Meeting to discuss Provision for the Youth / Sticky Faith
held at St Mary & St Monica’s, 2nd October 2013

Attendees: Jeremy Charnock, Dianne Charnock , Frank Crowther, Mark Barrett, Anne Barrett, Beth Barrett, Anne Trotter, Julia Rowley, Joanna Rowley, Annette Mitchell, Paul Sullivan, Adele, Sam, Anne-Marie, Martin, Malcolm Gill, Rebekah Toulmin, Fr Sean, Colin Spiller, Paddy Spiller, Rose Lanigan, Katie Lanigan

A range of people attending from all three Sunday services came to discuss the current provision for the youth. The aim of the meeting was threefold: i) to collate ideas about what may help to improve the experiences of the young people in our parish; ii) to start to discuss the pros and cons of the suggestions made; and iii) to identify some achievable outcomes that we could begin to work towards.

We broke into smaller groups, and collectively came up with the following suggestions/comments:

· Youth Masses with modern music and a music group

· Something for 11-13 year olds who don’t attend a Catholic secondary school  (The two secondary schools merging may improve the number choosing to go on to a Catholic school)

· Music is very important

· Faith in action, e.g. SVP, being involved with the Christmas party or other church events, TWIG

· An overnight vigil has happened in the past

· Retreats at Myddelton grange

· Ecumenical links

· Communication is key – making people across the whole parish aware of what is going on, e.g. a youth bulletin

· Links with other churches, particularly missionary churches

· Children’s liturgy isn’t available at both churches

· Older ones could be involved with leading the younger ones

· Adoration / Exposition 

· Parents need reassurance that faith as a journey, i.e. their children may drift away but that doesn’t mean they don’t have any faith or that they won’t come back

· Church needs to be welcoming

· Young people could be invited to get involved, e.g. coffee after Mass, flowers, cleaning, singing.

· Children's Masses, e.g. where younger children are encouraged to play percussion during the last hymn

· Something for parents when the First Communion prep has finished (monthly?)

· Messy Church

· Something for 7 to 13year olds (the gap between first Holy Communion preparation and Confirmation preparation). It was discussed that there is not ideal day (there is always swimming, football, ballet, music lessons, etc) but 2 groups could run on two different days? Teenagers could be assistant leaders.

· Attracting parents through the activities for young people e.g. church parade.

· Young people need to see that religion isn’t ‘robotic’, e.g. Help young and old to know and understand the Mass more

· Testimonies are very powerful and easy for young people to relate to.

· A regular insert in the bulletin with details of upcoming youth events

After the smaller group discussions, we all came back together and, after some useful and productive comments, it was agreed that an easy and immediate place to start would be to focus on welcoming people as they enter church for Mass. This can be done by anyone who arrives early enough and is in addition to those already passing out the hymn books. The aim is to say ‘hello’ to anyone and everyone who comes, and can be undertaken by anyone (young and old). 

Finally, the idea of a youth/children’s Mass came up in several (all?) of the groups, and also providing something between Holy Communion and Confirmation, and a youth bulletin/insert. However, these need more detailed discussion to see what would be possible, so a follow up meeting has been arranged for the 15th October, at 7pm at St Mary & St Monica’s (in the chapel side of the building, as Brownies will also be on). We will also be asking the Diocesan Youth Officer, Hannah Zafar, to come on that day to help us along with the ideas and put ‘some flesh on the bones’ of our ideas.
